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is not going to descend on us suddenly, but if really great changes
are contemplated by His Majesty's advisers., we should have a
foretaste in matters like this.

The Congress came deliberately to the conclusion that, with-
out absolute control of the finances, no self-government could
possibly meet the nation's needs. Part of the mandate given me
was that Independence was meaningless unless accompanied by
complete control of defence, external affairs and finance. I cannot
conceive of any government, which can be called responsible, which
does not exercise those rights.

He assured British firms trading in India that, where their interests
were legitimately and justly acquired and not conflicting with the vital
interests of the masses, they need have no fear from the National Government.

No safeguard can possibly equal India's goodwill. Nobody
who wishes to remain in India when she has acquired full freedom
can come to harm if he depends upon goodwill, without which
other safeguards, however carefully worded, would not be worth
the paper on which they were written. Such safeguards would be
a hindrance rather than a help in the solution of the great pro-
blem to which the delegates are applying their minds.

Regarding the communal question, where the position was admittedly
serious, Gandhyi said the Congress had laid down its own policy in the
clearest possible terms in the Lahore resolution, supplemented by the
Working Committee l

I can only add a personal assurance that, so far as humanly
possible, I shall leave no stone unturned to reach a solution, but
I cannot conceal from you that I find myself confronted with the
greatest difficulties. I can only seek your prayerful assistance and
whatever influence you can exert upon the different communities.

The Hindu, 1-10-1931

1 The reference is to the resolution adopted at the Lahore Session of the
Congress m January 1930 (Vide Vol XLII, p 359.) and to that of the Work-
ing Committee adopted duirmg its meeting in Bombay from July 7 to 13,
1931 (vide Vol XLVII, pp. 140-1 ).
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